RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
distribution of Dukedoms but during his premiership
plenty of public servants became Viscounts, Barons,
Baronets and Knights.   His methods may have been
without precedent; but he did not lose the war, he
did not leave the old age of his fellow-citizens stricken
and unconsoled, he did not fail to alleviate pauperism.
He would like best to be hailed by the historian as
a pioneer of social reform.   The inexorable behest of
circumstance has enshrined him as the Victor of
Versailles.   He allowed himself against his instincts to
be pushed by Englishmen of shorter view into assent-
ing to a French peace.  He seems to regard the Peace
Treaties as triumphs for France and for the demon
of vengeance against his own judgment.   As soon as
he was turned out of office by the Conservative Party
who had forced his hand at Versailles he began to
declare himself openly against France and to back the
claims of Germany. For years he ignored the German
menace.   He met Hitler and conversed with him,
while the Nazis quoted from his speeches in their
propaganda.  He has never been blind about Musso-
lini, who to him is the arch-breaker of treaties.   It is
only within recent years that he seems to have appre-
ciated the true character of the German Government,
Indeed any sense of wrong he felt for what he did to
vanquished Germany has darkened his judgment to
his country's discomfiture. But, though he has now
measured the true menace of Hitler as an arch-brigand,
his hostility to dictators is mingled with an oft-stated
respect for their shrewdness and purposeful resolu-
tion.  They, like him, know where they want to go.
He does not seem to have much spiritual love for
democracy as a form of government for its own sake.
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